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Veterans are invited 
Crittenden County Schools will 

host its annual Veterans Day pro-
gram at 9 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 11, 
at Rocket Arena. The public is in-
vited to attend. Guests should 
enter through the 
main entrance, with 
handicap-accessi-
ble entry available 
at the lower level of 
the arena. 

Veterans Day, first 
observed in 1919 
as Armistice Day, 
marks the anniver-
sary of the end of World War I. The 
holiday was renamed in 1954 to 
honor all American veterans who 
have served in the nation’s armed 
forces. Following the ceremony, 
Marion Baptist Church will provide 
a free lunch reception for veterans 
and their families from 10:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., at the church. 

This year’s featured speaker will 
be Chad Nelson, a U.S. Army vet-
eran and First Assistant Common-
wealth Attorney for the 56th 
Judicial Circuit. Nelson was com-
missioned as a second lieutenant 
in 2007. He completed Armor 
School at Fort Knox and was sta-
tioned at Fort Riley, Kan., with the 
5th Squadron, 4th Cavalry Regi-
ment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 
1st Infantry Division. He served 
two deployments to Baghdad, Iraq, 
from 2008-09 and again from 
2010-11. His military decorations 
include two Bronze Star Medals, 
the Meritorious Service Medal, the 
Army Commendation Medal and 
the Iraq Campaign Medal with 
three campaign stars. 

Fredonia will also host a Veterans 
Day Service, see page 4 for details. 

 

Before & After School 
Childcare on campus 

Crittenden County parents still 
have time to enroll their children 
in Champions, a new before- and 
after-school program offering 
flexible childcare at Crittenden 
County Elementary School. The 
program serves students in pre-
school through fifth grade, pro-
viding a structured environment 
with STEM activities, indoor and 
outdoor play, and homework as-
sistance. It operates weekdays 
from 6:30 to 8 a.m. and until 6:30 
p.m., after school. On Fridays, 
preschoolers can attend from 6:30 
a.m., to 6:30 p.m. Site Director 
Essance McGuire said several fi-
nancial aid options are available, 
with some families paying as little 
as $20 per week. For more infor-
mation, parents can call 1-800-
246-2154. 

New Energy for Spar

Canadian buying options 
on local fluorspar leases 

 
 
BY CHRIS EVANS 
PRESS EDITOR 

Interest in fluorspar and pos-
sibly other strategic minerals 
beneath Crittenden and Liv-
ingston counties is heating up 
again as global supply chains 
tilt and U.S.–China trade 
talks put rare earths back in 
the headlines. At stake is 
whether tariffs or other pol-
icy changes make it econom-
ical to restart mining in the 
Illinois-Kentucky Fluorspar 
District, once a bedrock of 
the local economy but prac-
tically dormant for decades. 

A Canadian firm, CleanTech Vanadium 
Mining Corp., has moved to option a large package of 
mineral prospects across the district, including significant 
acreage in Crittenden and Livingston counties. In an announce-
ment a few weeks ago, the company said it secured option-to-
purchase agreements totaling about 7,180 acres, with staged 
payments through 2029. A July deal covers its Campbell-Crotser 
project in Livingston County, which the company describes as 
hosting historic, non-compliant estimates of fluorite with acces-
sory zinc and lead. CleanTech has since said its holdings have 
expanded further as it layers on additional agreements.  

Local attorney Bart Frazer, whose late father, Bill, his grandfa-
ther and other associates helped assemble a sizable block of  

 
See SPAR/page 3A 

Global market and    policy are driving a     renewed interest in strategic minerals and local fluorspar is draw-ing millions of dollars worth of attention

Local core drilling veteran Buddy Davidson (right) sprays 
water on a spar core sample to illuminate it for Dr. Gina 
Lukoczki, a research geologist with the Kentucky Geolog-
ical Survey, and KGS technician Paul Puckett last week 
inside Davidson’s shop on Maple Street in Marion.

Nelson

Hayride has 
mystery star 

A television and film actor will 
headline the next Old Kentucky 
Hayride at 7 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 
15 at Fohs Hall, but organizers 
are keeping the guest’s identity 
secret for now. 

Cutter Singleton, a local enter-
tainer and executive producer of 
the Hayride, said the performer 
has appeared in hundreds of TV 
episodes, recently starred in a hit 
movie and is traveling from North 
Carolina to take part in the show. 
The comedic character may 
even appear in “black and white,” 
Singleton said. 

Tickets are $5.

STAFF REPORT 
Already facing financial strain on several 

fronts, Crittenden County Fiscal Court has 
another major challenge ahead as its con-
tract with ComCare for ambulance service 
nears expiration. 

The county’s current agreement with 
ComCare runs through Dec. 31, and Judge-
Executive Perry Newcom confirmed at a 
Monday special meeting of the fiscal court 
that the provider had exercised its option to 
notify the court of potential termination 
back in the summer, as required 180 days 
in advance.  

The five-year contract, which is Critten-
den’s third with ComCare since 2015, is re-
newable annually. The county currently 
supplements the service with $382,000 per 

year, yet ComCare reportedly lost more than 
$100,000 during its last fiscal year.  

Newcom said EMS averages about 1,097 
runs per year, roughly 110 per month, but 
only two runs per day are typically reim-
bursed by private insurance. Most are 
Medicare or Medicaid, with Medicaid paying 
$65 per trip regardless of distance. Roughly 
50 calls per month are low- or non-paying, 
the judge said. 

Timing of the rebid is difficult, Newcom 
said, since any added expense was not in-
cluded in the current budget, and the court 
last spring chose not to create a taxing am-
bulance district, which could have levied up 
to 10 cents per $100 valuation to fund the  

 
See EMS/page 4 

Ambulance service wants out; 
county will rebid immediately
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Deaths
Mitchell

Mr. Robert Darold 
Mitchell, 89, died Tues-
day, Oct. 28, 2025, at 
his home in 
Burna.

He was 
an Air Force 
veteran and 
a member 
of Old Sa-
lem Baptist 
Church and 
the Ameri-
can Legion Post 217.

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Felicia Renee Belcher 
of Henderson; step-
daughters, Teresa (Steve) 
Ford of Orlando, Fla., 
and Deborah (Ken) Suits 
of Burna; stepsons, Ran-
dy (Margaret) Martin of 
New Johnsonville, Tenn., 
and Robby (Michelle) 
Martin of Talbot, Tenn.; 
sister, Vivian Monroe; 昀ve 
grandchildren; and 昀ve 
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Hattie 
Pearl Mitchell; parents, 
George Clinton and Lela 
Eline (Ramage) Mitchell; 
and brother, William H. 
Mitchell.

Funeral services were 
Saturday, Nov. 1 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Crema-
tion Services with Bro. 
Danny Starrick and Bro. 
Gary Hardesty of昀ciating. 
Burial was at Old Salem 
Cemetery.

Peek
Todd Stephen Peek, 56, 

of Mattoon, died Wednes-
day, Oct. 29, 
2025 at Tris-
tar Skyline 
Medical Cen-
ter in Nash-
ville.

He was 
born in Sa-
lem May 
5, 1969 to his mother, 
Norma Holder Peek, and 
late-father, Stephen Ed-
ward Peek. He worked in 
maintenance at Walmart 
in Princeton for over 20 
years. He was a devot-
ed father, deeply proud 
of his two girls, and was 
loved for his big heart and 
playful sense of humor. 
Always willing to lend a 
hand, he would give you 
the shirt off his back. He 
enjoyed tinkering with 
tractors, guns and being 
outdoors.

In addition to his moth-
er, he is survived by his 
wife of over 18 years, 
Ginny Beth Peek; two 
daughters, Hadley Beth 
Peek and Hannah Faith 
Peek; a sister, Stephanie 
Jo Peek Williams (Kevin 
Hamby), all of Mattoon.

In addition to his fa-
ther, he was preceded in 
death by his infant son, 
Hunter Stephen Peek; 
and his faithful, furry 
companion, Izzy.

Services were Tuesday, 

Nov. 4 at Morgan’s Fu-
neral Home in Princeton. 
Burial was in Dycusburg 
Cemetery in Crittenden 
County.
Paid Obituary

Donohue
Gladys Lois Donohue, 

74, of Marion passed 
away peacefully at home 
Wednesday, Oct. 29, 
2025, surrounded by her 
loving and 
caring fami-
ly, as well as 
Jesus.

She was 
the best 
“Mammy” to 
her precious 
g randch i l -
dren and loved spending 
time with them. Her two 
granddaughters live in 
South Dakota, but she 
enjoyed chatting with 
them any time she could. 
She loved them dearly.

She cherished her 
Starbucks coffee dates 
with her daughter, Chris-
tina, and granddaughter, 
Lourdes-Love, while en-
joying donuts, shopping 
and simply spending 
quality time together.

Queenie Lourdes-Love 
was the sparkle and 
glitter in Mammy’s life. 
Queenie always enjoyed 
her morning coffee and 
chats with her Mam-
my. Queenie blessed her 
Mammy with joy every 
day.

Any time Mammy could 
spend with her grandba-
bies made her happiest 
and 昀lled her heart with 
love.

Gladys loved minis-
tering through music 
alongside her daughter, 
Christina, and together 
they prayed, encouraged 
others and shared Jesus 
through their online min-
istry.

She loved her son, 
Daniel, more than words 
can describe and couldn’t 
wait to hear from him 
daily. He would call her 
every evening just to chat 
and talk about life. She 
was so proud of him, and 
those phone calls 昀lled 
her heart with immense 
joy.

Survivors include her 
children, Daniel Lee 
(Vickey) Miller of Rapid 
City, S.D., and Christi-
na Donohue of Marion; 
brothers, Arthur Ray 
Kinnis and Barney John 
Kinnis; grandchildren, 
Cayden Joseph Lee Co-
ria, Lourdes-Love Augus-
ta Lee Donohue, Morgan 
Lee Miller and Rylee Lane 
Miller; great-grandchil-
dren, Maverick Townsend 
and Cruise Barnum; 
loving best friend of 43 
years, Lois Blankenship; 
and loving niece, Rhonda 
Harris.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband 
Ronald Lee Donohue; 
parents Thomas Liner 
and Mattie Augusta Kin-
nis; and six brothers and 

three sisters.
The family sends a 

heartfelt thank-you 
to her only grandson, 
Cayden, for being one 
of the greatest joys and 
blessings of her and Pa-
pa’s lives. When Cayden 
played those black and 
white piano keys and 
sang, he brought tears to 
their eyes and made their 
hearts smile. Cayden 
brought them uncondi-
tional love and joy every 
day, just when they need-
ed it most. Forever loved. 
Paid Obituary

Gray
Betty Ann Miller Gray, 

67, of Fredonia, passed 
away Oct. 30, 2025, at 
her home.

She enjoyed crafting, 
昀nding a good sale, help-
ing others, traveling, gar-
dening and sunning on 
the beach with a totty. 
Some of her other favorite 
things included sitting in 
her garage gossiping and 
cruising around town on 
her golf cart or cruising 
in the Caribbean. Bet-
ty could be described as 
witty, adventurous, opin-
ionated, stubborn but, 
most importantly, self-
less. She was a one-of-a-
kind woman who will be 
missed by all who had 
the pleasure of knowing 
her.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Brandi (Lynd-
sey) Gray Johnson of 
Murfreesboro, Tenn.; 
grandson, James Mi-
chael (Tabitha) Mullins 
of Draffenville; grand-
daughter, Kailey Duncan 
of Fredonia; sister, Don-
na White of Fredonia; 
and nieces, nephews and 
several cousins.

She was preceded 
in death by her father, 
James E. Miller; moth-
er, Marion “Sue” Miller; 
brother, James Edward 
“Jimmy” Miller Jr.; best 
friend and sister, Carolyn 
Sue Miller Scott; daugh-
ter, Angela Gray Mullins; 
and veteran husband, Si-
mon P. Sharp.

There will be no public 
services at this time. Mor-
gan’s Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.

Memorials may be 
made in Betty’s name to 
The Asher House, a non-
pro昀t sanctuary for res-
cued animals at www.
theasherhouse.com/pag-
es/donate. The family 
requests privacy as they 
grieve the loss of a loving 
and dedicated mother, 
grandmother, daughter, 
sister, aunt and cousin.
Paid Obituary

Bebout
Robert Eugene “Bobby” 

Bebout, 91 of Lola died 
Monday, Nov. 3, 2025 at 
his home.

A faithful member of 
Lola Pentecostal Church, 
Carrsville Lodge #812 
and Laborers Union 
#1214, Bebout cherished 

the simple pleasures of 
life, especially time out-
doors and the work of 
farming.

He is survived by; three 
sons, Dan-
ny (Rosanne) 
Bebout of 
Buffington, 
Ind., Ron-
nie (Denise) 
Bebout of 
Salem, and 
Michael (Me-
lissa Reed) Bebout of 
Crayne; a sister, Doris 
Avery of Tennessee; three 
brothers, Donald Wayne 
Bebout of Salem, Johnny 
Bebout of Tennessee, and 
Bill Bebout of Rosiclare, 
Ill.; seven grandchildren, 
Todd Bebout, Kayla Be-
bout, Tommy Harris, 
Stephanie Thurman, Eli 
Bebout, Katelyn Wright 
and Braxton Bebout; and 
eight great-grandchil-
dren.

He is preceded in death 
by his wife; Wanda Tharp 
Bebout; brothers, Doug 
and Jimmy Bebout; par-
ents, William Ford and 
Amy Kimsey Bebout.

Funeral services will be 
1 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 
8, at Lola Pentecostal 
Church with Bro. Tim 
Fouts of昀ciating. Burial 
will follow at Lola Pente-
costal Cemetery.

Friends may visit with 
the family from 11 a.m., 
until 12:30 p.m., at Lola 
Pentecostal Church.  Ma-
sonic services will be 
conducted at 12:30 p.m. 
Condolences may be left 
online at boydfuneraldi-
rectors.com 

MOVIE NIGHT @MBCMOVIE NIGHT @MBC

SATURDAY,SATURDAY,  

NOVEMBER 15NOVEMBER 15   THTH

DOORS OPEN 5PMDOORS OPEN 5PM

MOVIE STARTS 6PMMOVIE STARTS 6PM

SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 15  TH

DOORS OPEN 5PM
MOVIE STARTS 6PM

Concession Stand
Hamburgers,  Hotdogs

Make it a Combo Meal with Chips & a drink
Candy, Popcorn & Drinks

Profits from concessions go to Kids Camp

Thursday, 11/27      11AM-1:00PM      In the Gym

Thanksgiving
Join us 

WE WILL BE SERVING A MEAL TO THE COMMUNITY
ON THANKSGIVING DAY!

131 E Depot St.  Marion, KY

Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s meetings in this free, weekly community calendar. 

Thursday, Nov. 6
• Line dancing will begin at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Crittenden County Senior Center.
Friday, Nov. 7
• Laugh & Learn will start at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Crittenden County Public Library.
• Community Christmas sign up at the Crittenden 
County Extension Annex starting at 9 a.m.
• Community Christmas class will begin at 9 
a.m. at the Crittenden County Extension Of昀ce.
Saturday, Nov. 8
• Time Well Spent is at 9 a.m. at the Crittenden 
County Extension Annex.
Tuesday, Nov. 11
• Veterans Day Soup Supper will be from 10:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. at Marion Baptist Church.

• Hooks and Needles meet at noon at the 
Crittenden County Public Library.
•After Hours starts at 5:30 p.m. at teh Crittenden 
County Extension Of昀ce.
Wednesday, Nov. 12
• Walk in the Park will start at 3 p.m. at the City-
County Park.
Thursday, Nov. 13
• The Virgil Jones VFW will be having a meeting 
in VFW building on North College St., at 5 p.m. 
We will have the Thanksgiving meal 昀rst.
Sunday, Nov. 16
• Tolu Methodist Church will be having a 
Thanksgiving meal at 1 p.m. in the Tolu 
Community Center. The meal is free and 
everyone is invited.

Community Calendar



THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, November 6, 2025                                                                                                                                 3

SPAR 
Continued from page 1 

mineral leases, confirmed that an 
option on his group’s holdings 
has been committed under an 
agreement to the Canadian com-
pany. He said other leaseholders 
have done the same, giving the 
buyer a large percentage of min-
eral rights across parts of west-
ern Kentucky and southern 
Illinois. 

The timing reflects a shifting 
market. The United States cur-
rently relies almost entirely on 
imports of fluorspar, a federally 
listed critical mineral used to 
make refrigerants, fluoropoly-
mers, aluminum and steel, and 
in processes tied to uranium and 
semiconductors. U.S. Geological 
Survey data say domestic con-
sumption is met by imports, 
chiefly acidspar, while interest in 
the Kentucky-Illinois district per-
sists because of its long produc-
tion history and access to river 
and highway transport.  

On the geopolitics front, rare 
earths and tariff relief was fea-
tured in last week’s talks between 
President Donald Trump and 
China’s Xi Jinping in South 
Korea. The administration touted 
a short-term understanding on 
rare earth flows and a reduction 
in some tariffs. Those develop-
ments could ripple through 
strategic-minerals markets and 
influence whether domestic proj-
ects pencil out. Analysts cau-
tioned terms may shift, but the 
signal was clear: minerals policy 
is back at the center of trade 
strategy, according to an article 
by Reuters and the Associated 
Press. 

Locally, geologists are again 
combing through old clues and 
samples, some taken years ago. 
The Kentucky Geological Survey 
(KGS), working with the U.S. Ge-
ological Survey’s Earth MRI ini-
tiative launched in 2019, has 
been mapping parts of the Illi-
nois-Kentucky district for critical-
mineral potential, including rare 
earth elements. KGS represena-
tives were in Marion last week 
cataloging and arranging trans-
port of nearly a thousand boxes 
of core that longtime driller 
Buddy Davidson of Marion has 
offered to donate. It’s a trove that 
could help researchers reassess 
what else, beyond fluorspar and 
coal, might be present.  

Davidson, 86, has drilled here 
since 1960 and is under contract 
to the Canadian company to han-
dle further exploration. He’s 
hopeful but guarded after prior 
fluorspar booms fizzled before 
anything was mined.  

“There is all kinds of spar here,” 
Davidson said, adding that prices 
and other global pressures on the 
market could again make mining 
attractive here.  

Marion native Keith Stout, 
whose family has mined and ex-
plored in the district for genera-
tions, said the most recent “big 
play” for fluorspar was in 2012, 
when a company also spent heav-
ily here on zinc exploration. He 
noted there is currently no U.S. 
tariff on fluorspar. 

“None yet,” he said, but sug-
gested that the policy landscape 
is fluid.  

Stout and a partner have as-
sembled a company that is put-
ting together a package of 
mineral right leases that are 
being offered to the Canadian 
company, too. And so is Darin 
Tabor, whose local company is al-
ready involved in the spar indus-
try with a slope mine still 
somewhat active in Livingston 
County, which is located at the 
former Klondike mine site. 

Tabor says the KGS team’s 
presence here last week is a good 
indicator of renewed interest in 
local fluorspar. He said it appears 
that the KGS wants to inspect 
former mine sites, tailings ponds 
and other areas where material 
was stockpiled or discarded when 
mining peaked around World 
War II. He suspects their explo-
ration will consider whether yes-
terday’s byproducts have value 
today. “Minerals that we consider 
rare earth today might be out 
there because back then nobody 
was looking for that stuff,” Tabor 
said. 

“They also need to know who 
owns what,” Tabor explained, 
noting there is no comprehensive, 
up-to-date map of mineral own-
ership. He called the current 
round of inquiries and explo-
ration different from past recruit-
ing efforts. In earlier cycles, a 
price uptick made projects look 
mineable until Chinese produc-
ers flooded the market and un-
dercut them. With tariffs and 
rare-earth arrangements now in 
play, companies are trying to se-
cure positions before anticipated 
policy shifts.  

“They fully expect tariffs to be 
added to fluorspar,” he said. 

The district’s history is well 
documented: Kentucky’s portion 
produced roughly 3.5 million 
tons of fluorite, with additional 
output from Illinois, much of it 
along fault systems such as 
Tabb, Moore Hill, Commodore 
and Levias-Crittenden Springs. 
Production waned and was all 
but finished here by the 1960s, 
leaving behind a network of 

workings, records and household 
names, among them Bill Frazer, 
B.J. May and Boyce Moodie, 
whose knowledge anchored mul-
tiple revival attempts over the 
past few decades. Most of those 
old hands are gone now, but their 
leases, logs and lore still shape 
exploration targets.  

These new deals for mineral 
rights in Crittenden and Liv-
ingston counties have generally 
been consolidated through two- 
and four-year options to pur-
chase those leases. Terms dis-
closed in company filings show 
upfront payments, annual in-
stallments and a purchase bal-
ance due by 2029 on some of the 
deals, along with possible royalty 
arrangements on future produc-
tion. CleanTech acknowledges 
that historical tonnages and 
grades will need to be verified 
with modern drilling, data compi-
lation and resource modeling be-
fore any economic case can be 
made.  

For communities here, the up-
side is obvious: jobs, tax base 
and a revival of a signature in-
dustry. There are caveats, too. 
Markets for acidspar and 
metspar remain cyclical; the U.S. 
is currently still import-reliant; 
environmental and water-man-
agement hurdles are real; and 
trade policy can change as 
quickly as the politics around it. 
According to the news agency 
Reuters, the U.S. has been 
reevaluating its critical-minerals 
list, a process that shapes future 
tariffs and incentives, as it weighs 
vulnerabilities in supply chains. 

Still, the confluence of higher 
prices, a U.S.–China thaw on rare 
earths, federal mapping money 
and a company trying to stitch 
together a district-scale position 
has old stories sounding new 
again. Fluorspar was king in Crit-
tenden County just as coal has 
been for other Kentucky commu-
nities. Decades ago, when mining 
was booming, the county’s popu-
lation was almost double what it 
is today. 

As Discovery Alert’s John 
Zadeh reported in a recent trade 
report, China’s shift from ex-
porter to net importer has tight-
ened supply and helped lift 
fluorspar prices in recent years – 
a dynamic that has Washington 
and industry looking hard at do-
mestic options. Whether that fi-
nally translates to shovels in the 
ground in Crittenden and Liv-
ingston counties will depend on 
what the science shows, how 
trade winds blow and if the num-
bers add up this time. 

Secrets and Safes 
Secrets and Safes was the theme of a project for Crittenden 
County Middle School seventh graders in Ken Geary’s 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) elec-
tive class last week. Students used microtechnology to 
input codes to generate outputs for a number of functions, 
including alarms triggered by motion. They designed pro-
grams under the instruction of Geary, a former engineer 
who teaches seventh-grade science. Pictured are (at top 
from left) Alex Borden and Tyson York and (bottom photo) 
Cooper Rich and Makenzie Courtright. 

Kaleigh Duvall  
was the 7-12 age 
division winner 
in the recent 
bookmark con-
test held by 
Friends of Crit-
tenden County 
Library in cele-
bration of the 
group’s 20th an-
niversary. Other 
winners were 
recognized in 
last week’s news-
paper. 



Track scholarship 
fund raising in Nov. 

The Marty McKenney Memorial 
Scholarship, which supports 
Crittenden County track and 
field athletes, is hosting a new 
virtual walk or run challenge in 
place of its annual 5K this year. 

Participants can still register 
for the November challenge by 
choosing between two levels: 
$15 for a scripture journal or 
$30 for a scripture journal and 
T-shirt. The event encourages 
participants to either walk one 
mile each day throughout the 
month or set their own weekly 
or monthly mileage goal. 
Alongside the physical activity, 
participants are asked to read 
one chapter of Proverbs each 
day. 

Supporters may also make a 
donation without participating 
in the virtual challenge. The 
challenge is being held during 
November in recognition of 
Lung Cancer Awareness Month, 
a cause especially meaningful 
to organizers, as Marty McKen-
ney passed away from lung 
cancer. The scholarship honors 
McKenney’s legacy by assisting 
area student-athletes. The 
2025 recipient was Asa Mc-
Cord, and the 2024 recipient 
was Karsyn Potter. 

Find a registration form at the 
group’s Facebook page or in 
the article at The-Press.com 

 

I-24 bridge back to 
one lane on Monday 

A contractor for the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) 
will resume a daytime lane re-
striction on the Interstate 24 
Tennessee River Bridge at the 
Marshall-Livingston County 
line, beginning Monday, Nov. 
10. 

Traffic will be reduced to one 
lane in the direction where 
painting and corrective work 
are taking place. Crews plan to 
start on the eastbound side be-
fore moving to the westbound. 
The project is expected to take 
approximately two weeks, 
weather permitting. Motorists 
should stay alert for signage 

and message boards directing 
traffic in the work zone. Please 
use caution. 

 

County shuts down 
for Veterans Day 

In observance of the Veterans 
Day holiday, the offices at Crit-
tenden County Office Complex 
(Judge-Executive Office, County 
Clerk, PVA and Sheriff Office), 
Crittenden County Road De-
partment, Marion Convenience 
Center and Crittenden County 
Animal Shelter, will be closed 
Tuesday Nov. 11. 

 

Fredonia planning for 
Veterans Day event 

Fredonia Valley Heritage Soci-
ety and Fredonia American Le-
gion Post 103 will host a 
Veterans Day service at 11:11 
a.m., Tuesday, Nov. 11, at the 
Veterans Memorial. 

All veterans in attendance will 
be recognized, with special 
honors planned for Charlie 
Company, the former Princeton 
Army Reserve unit, and the 
Kentucky Army National Guard 
unit from Marion. The guest 
speaker will be veteran Mike 
Boyd, and new Post Com-
mander Joe White will lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The Fre-
donia American Legion Color 
Guard will raise a new U.S. flag 
and flags representing each 
branch of the military. 

Everyone is invited to attend 
and should bring their own 
chairs. Lunch for veterans will 
follow at the Fredonia Lions 
Club Building. 

Engraved bricks may be or-
dered anytime to honor or me-
morialize veterans, first 
responders or correctional offi-
cers from any era. Order forms 
are available in the mailbox at 
the memorial. 

  

Burna Legion will 
host Thanksgiving 

Logan E. Clark American Le-
gion Post 217 will host its an-
nual Thanksgiving Dinner 
Fundraiser from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 16. 

The Auxiliary organizes the 
yearly event as a community 
fundraiser. The dinner will be 
held at the post, located at 
1360 U.S. 60 West in Burna. 

There will be no breakfast at 
the post in November. The next 
regular meeting is scheduled 
for Nov. 14. 

 

Pharmacies holding 
Turkey Art Contest 

Glenn’s Pharmacies is inviting 
children ages 5–12 to partici-
pate in its annual Disguise a 
Turkey Art Contest. Young 
artists are encouraged to use 
their creativity to help a paper 
turkey “escape Thanksgiving 
dinner” by turning it into any-
thing imaginable, a superhero, 
ballerina, robot or rock star. 

Entries will be accepted 
through Nov. 21 at either 
Glenn’s Apothecary, 520 W. 
Gum St. in Marion, or Glenn’s 
Prescription Center, 119 E. 
Main St. in Salem. 

Participants may use crayons, 
markers, paint, fabric, glitter 
and other materials. Each entry 
must include the artist’s name, 
age and phone number. Prizes 
will be awarded for creativity 
and effort, and winners will be 
announced Nov. 26 on the 
Glenn’s Pharmacies Facebook 
page. 

 

Children’s Chrismas 
choir open to singers 

Rehearsals for the Community 
Arts Foundation’s Children’s 
Christmas Choir begin this 
week at Fohs Hall. Directed by 
Michelle Crider, the choir is 
open to children ages 8–13, 
both beginner and experienced 
singers. Rehearsals are sched-
uled this month and next, 
through Dec. 14. 
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10 YEARS AGO 
November 5, 2015 
n Crittenden County was poised replace its last wooden 
bridge, which was on White Road. Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom mentioned this type of bridge has a three-ton 
limit. Danny Fowler, a magistrate, acknowledged the 
unique craftsmanship of the bridge. The replacement was 
scheduled for December.  
n Crittenden County students participated in Color Runs 
at Marion-Crittenden County Park to promote healthy 
lifestyles and encourage activity. The events, designed to 
be untimed, involving students from the three county 
schools, with superintendent Vince Clark and principal 
Curtis Brown, an avid runner, joining in the fun.  
n Barrett Belt and Chris Cooksey, volunteers from Marion 
Fire Department, made a special visit to Crittenden County 
Elementary School. They spoke to the preschool students 
about vital fire safety topics, making sure the young ones 
learned valuable lessons. Teacher Angel McDonald was 
thrilled to see the shiny red fire truck captivate the 3-and-
four-year-olds.  
 

25 YEARS AGO 
November 9, 2000 
n The annual 4-H Awards Banquet recognized local 4-H 
members and leaders for their participation. The Blast off 
Blues 4-H Club received the Outstanding 4-H Club Award, 
with leaders Vicki Collins and Kim McDonald accepting the 
recognition. Jospeh Fowler and Kristina Wallace were rec-
ognized as Outstanding Senior 4-H members. Jackie 
Robertson received the I Dare You Award, and Elizabeth 
Stevens received an Outstanding 4-H Leader Award.  
n Crittenden County won the third and fourth-grade little 
league football championship with a nail-biting 2-0 victory 
over Caldwell County. Dylan Clark and Gaige Courtney 
made a game-winning tackle for Crittenden. Rodney 
Robertson led the Rockets’ offense with 36 rushing yards. 
Crittenden’s defense was also strong, with Courtney lead-
ing in tackles.  
n Buddy Nicholas, the former Lyon Country High School 
administrator from 1971-1994, stepped into the role of in-
terim principal at Crittenden County Middle School. He 
filled the position left vacant since the beginning of the 
school year. Nicholas replaced J.D. Whitehead, and he 
planned to oversee the day-to-day operations.  
 

50 YEARS AGO 
November 6, 1975 
n The Crittenden County Chamber of Commerce an-
nounced the winners of the Halloween Window Painting 
Contest. Each winning window received $5, with $3 for 
second place. More than 300 students participated. First 
place winners included Michael Coleman, Billy McDaniel, 
Eddie Rozwalka, Cindy Hendricks, Melissa Jones, Paula 
Holloman, Reshelle Fletcher, Steve Chandler and Keith 
Price 
n Rocket coach Roy Cherry praised Greg Brantley’s per-
formance as his best game of the year, following Critten-
den’s victory over Ballard County. Brantley’s impressive 
performance earned him the player of the week title, with 
Coach Cherry highlighting Brantley’s three sacks of the 
quarterback. 
n The Crittenden County High School Student Council vis-
ited each freshman English class to offer help, advice, and 
encouragement. Mrs. Mary Rohrer, freshman English 
teacher, and Mrs. Ruth Hill, guidance counselor, were also 
present. Terry Wright, Billy Turley, Pam Beavers and 
Rhonda Kirk were among the students who participated.  
 

From the Press Archives – 50 Years Ago 
Members of the Crittenden County High School FFA soil judging 
team posed for a photo 50 years ago after competing at the 
University of Kentucky’s experiment farm in Princeton. Repre-
senting the school were (from left) Kenneth Jackson, Billy Mc-
Connell, Charles Knight and Claud Brantley. Students judged 
land based on slope, erosion, texture, drainage and other fac-
tors that affect productivity.

As we turn our calendars to 
November, we are reminded that 
this is the month we celebrate 
Thanksgiving Day, one of my fa-
vorite holidays. Over the past 
month, I’ve been 
thinking quite a bit 
about some of the 
wonderful blessings 
and opportunities I 
have experienced in 
my life. Most of 
these have direct 
connections to Liv-
ingston County, al-
though some are 
uniquely tied to 
Crittenden County. 
Let’s reflect to-
gether in the spirit of Thanksgiv-
ing and “counting our 
blessings.” 

What a blessing it was to have 
been born into the home of J.W. 
and Marca Lee Clarke and 
raised to know and follow Jesus. 
I’m so thankful for that loving 
home and family in which I was 
encouraged (along with my three 
siblings) to not simply grow, but 
to flourish – soaring on the 
backs of hard work, dedication, 
commitment and paying meticu-
lous attention to detail. 
“Mediocre” was never tolerated. I 
will always be thankful for the 
wonderful start I was given in 
the Clarke home. 

While in high school, I met my 
first love – farming. I had some 
amazing farming opportunities, 
thanks in large part to Mr. L.M. 
“Chicken” Rudolph of Salem. He 
had been my Sunday school 
teacher in the Junior Boys class 
at Salem Baptist Church. I went 
to work for him during the week 
of spring break in April 1972. 
After that week, I farmed on Sat-
urdays until school was out for 
the summer, then I farmed six 

days each week until classes re-
sumed in late August. I ab-
solutely loved it. A year later we 
became partners when we 
bought a farm together. By No-
vember 1974, during my senior 
year of high school, I had made 
enough off our farm to purchase 
Mr. Rudolph’s half of it. Now I 
was farming on my own and lov-
ing it. I will always be thankful 
to Mr. Rudolph for his assis-
tance in helping me get started. 

By the spring of 1977, I still 
loved farming, but I had a new 
“first love” – the former Shelia 
McDowell, oldest daughter of 
Hubert and Ann McDowell. She-
lia grew up in the McMurray 
Chapel area of Livingston 
County, across the road from 
Jimmy and Wanda McGrew’s 
shop, just north of River Road 
between Birdsville and Bayou. I 
have no doubt that God put us 
together – literally. 

We met one Friday night in 
early August 1975 at Catilla’s 
Restaurant in Salem. I had sung 
that night with our Salem Bap-
tist Men’s Quartet at the Pinck-
neyville Baptist Church revival. 
Several folks from Salem Baptist 
came to Pinckneyville that night. 
We were still enjoying our fellow-
ship after the service as the cus-
todian waited on us to leave so 
he could turn out the lights and 
lock up. I suggested that we go 
out to Catilla’s for pie and coffee 
and continue our time of fellow-
ship. A few others agreed to 
meet me at the restaurant. 

When we walked in, Shelia 
and her family were in the 
restaurant’s dining room singing 
and playing country music. The 
more I watched Shelia and lis-
tened to her angelic voice, the 
more smitten I became. When I 
met her dad during a break and 

mentioned that I had bought a 
bass guitar a couple of weeks 
earlier, he suggested that I bring 
my bass guitar and amp down to 
their house and play some 
music with Shelia and her 
brother, Barry. Of course, I 
jumped at the chance to spend 
more time with this “angel.” God 
put us together, and over time, 
the dominoes began to fall, lead-
ing us to repeat our wedding 
vows together on April 24, 1977. 
What a tremendous blessing. 

The next big blessing came in 
October 1979 when our first 
child was born. This changed 
everything in our lives. Our next 
bundle of joy arrived in June 
1984 while we lived in Camp-
bellsville, followed by our third 
child, who was born in March 
1990 at Crittenden Hospital. 
Our first grandchild arrived in 
2005, followed by others in 
2008, 2011, 2014 and 2019. 
Our children and grandchildren 
have been the greatest blessings 
of our lives. 

Regarding my 44 years of min-
istry, I’ve had the amazing op-
portunity to serve four 
wonderful churches, one of 
which was Marion Baptist 
Church (Aug. 1999–Dec. 2003). 
I’m so thankful for the four-plus 
years I had the privilege of serv-
ing the fine folks at Marion Bap-
tist. I’m also in my 22nd year of 
full-time equestrian ministry. 
What an amazing blessing. 

I’m already out of room, and 
I’m just getting started. What 
about you? Have you counted 
your blessings lately? Let me en-
courage you to do so once again. 
You’ll be amazed as you “name 
them one by one.” 

In the words of a familiar 
song, “Thank you, Lord, for your 
blessings on me.”

Chris 
CLARKE
Press Columnist

Happy Trails

A month for counting lifetime of blessings

EMS 
Continued from page 1 

service. 
To ensure continuous coverage, 

the court voted to advertise im-
mediately for bids for an Ad-
vanced Life Support (ALS) 
ambulance service. The new con-
tract will run five years beginning 
Jan. 1, 2026, with an annual re-
view each April. Either party may 
terminate with 180 days written 
notice. 

Bid options include three 
staffing alternatives: Two units 
10 hours per day (8 a.m.–6 p.m.) 
and one unit 14 hours (6 p.m.–8 
a.m.) with one on-call unit; or two 
units 8 hours per day (8 a.m.–4 
p.m.) and one unit 16 hours (4 
p.m.–8 a.m.) with one on-call 
unit; or one unit 24 hours per 
day with an on-call backup for 
each active unit. Bids are due 
Thursday, Nov. 20 and will be 
opened during the regular fiscal 
court meeting that morning. 

Newcom says ComCare has ex-

pressed some interest in partici-
pating in the bid process. Each 
bidder must be a Kentucky-certi-
fied paramedic provider and in-
clude a plan of operation for 
countywide ALS coverage. 

County officials wouldn’t spec-
ulate on price bids might be for 
operating the service, but they 
are quite certain they will be as 
much or more than the current 
contract and could depend on 
how much interest in generated 
by the request for bids. 
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In my experience, ma-
ture adults do not shout or 
blame or refuse to take re-
sponsibility. The best of us 
can see how we may have 
contributed to 
a situation that 
led to someone 
else making a 
bad decision. 
The worst of us 
contribute to 
situations in an 
intentional, ma-
nipulative way 
and lead others 
to do or say ex-
actly what we 
want. 

The 昀rst will 
take responsi-
bility and work 
toward a solu-
tion bene昀cial 
to the greatest 
number of peo-
ple. The latter 
will continue to use emp-
ty language of morality to 
continue coercing their 
followers into fracturing 
the very society they claim 
they are trying to save.

The history of how our 
nation arrived at this point 
is long and complex. It has 
roots in directions taken 
because of the Reforma-
tion and Enlightenment. 
Both of which I think were 

good things that also un-
leashed some dangerous 
tendencies toward, “every-
one doing what is right in 
their own eyes.” (See Judg-

es 17:6, 18:1, 
19:1, 21:25).

The Ameri-
can Civil War 
was fought 
with both sides 
justifying their 
position with 
the Bible. The 
argument was 
not about the 
authority but 
how to interpret 
it. We fought 
a bloody war 
over it. Today’s 
fracturing is of 
a different na-
ture. For vari-
ous reasons, we 
no longer agree 
on a common 

source of morality. In the 
past, even those who re-
jected it could not escape 
it because it was in the 
thinking of the time.

Our current fracturing 
is over the authority we 
will choose. We may still 
use the language of mo-
rality, but it is no longer 
attached to its source. It 
has become attached to a 
cause, a political party, or 

simply one’s own personal 
preferences. We still use 
words like “love,” “peace,” 
“faith,” “sin,” “faithfulness” 
but only in reference to our 
chosen groups.

This time the violence is 
showing up at seemingly 
random times and plac-
es. We keep blaming it on 
mental health or gun laws 
or racism or bullying; all of 
which play a role but is not 
the root. We cannot solve 
our challenges with coer-
cion or manipulation or 
blaming others. 

Most of us have the 
solution right in front of 
us. Most of us get through 
our days by giving others 
the bene昀t of doubt. We 
use common courtesy. We 
listen when others speak. 
We keep focused on the 
work or task at hand rath-
er than what the other per-
son thinks. We help each 
other through the day, 
quietly and without much 
thought.

The story of humanity is 
full of drama – heroes and 
villains. It is full of injus-
tice and war. It is rife with 
wretched laws and policies 
that justi昀ed all sorts of 
cruelty. The worst of these 
times remind us, eventu-
ally, that we have lost our 

way. For those who believe 
in God, we know that he 
sees. We know that he of-
ten leaves us to our own 
devices while still caring 
for those who are faithful. 
He is...quiet. Not silent...
quiet. 

We live in a world so full 
of light pollution that most 
of us cannot walk outside 
on a clear, moonless night 
and see the Milky Way. We 
live in a world so noisy that 
even when all else is quiet 
in the woods, I can hear a 
motor running or tire noise 
from a highway. We are so 
inundated with informa-
tion – like never before in 
the history of mankind – 
that it is dif昀cult to still the 
mind. There is static and 
noise everywhere.

Then there is God – qui-
etly watching and waiting 

for us to stop – just for a 
moment and listen. God is 
quite capable of speaking 
from the 昀re. He is capa-
ble of violent destruction. 
He once led with a pillar 
of smoke and 昀re in the 
wilderness. There was cer-
tainly a racket on the day 
of Pentecost in Acts 2. I 
have come to believe, how-
ever, that the noise is the 
exception.

When Adam and Eve 
broke faith with God in 
the garden we 昀nd Him 
walking in the cool of the 
evening. He did not shout 
He asked, “Where are 
you?” Psalm 42 includes 
the lines, “We will not fear 
though all the earth should 
change, though the waters 
(of the sea) roar and foam. 
The nations rage, the king-
doms totter.” He concludes 

with “Be still, and know 
that I am God.”

Habakkuk 2 rehearses 
a litany of injustice and 
violence. The last verse 
reverses everything, “But 
the Lord is in his holy 
temple; let all the earth 
keep silence before him.” 
Isaiah tells of his servant 
who does not shout or lift 
up his voice but is instead 
a gentle healer. Jesus did 
not lash out on the cross 
but forgave.

Don’t chase the noise. 
Don’t be afraid of it. Don’t 
believe it. There is a quiet 
God that will guide us... 
listen.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

The gentle voice of God in turbulent times

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrant-
pc@tds.net and request a video link that 
hopefully will change your mind.

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Bless-
ing Box located next to the church at 117 
Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone is wel-
come to take items or place them in the box 
for others to enjoy.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food 
pantry is open from 4-5:30 p.m., third 
Wednesday of each month in Coleman Hall 
of the church.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between 
Lola and Joy in Livingston County offers 
food 24 hours a day, 7 days week at its out-
door Blessing Box in front of the church.

Religious Outreach

God keeps his children securely in His hands
Question: An attractive 

woman at work and I have 
been spending time togeth-
er after work. I arranged for 
her to accompany me on a 
business trip. I betrayed my 
wife. I’m 昀lled with guilt. I’m 
questioning my relationship 
to God. Have I lost my sal-
vation?

Answer: What you did is 
wrong! King David commit-
ted adultery with Bathsheba 
and had her husband, Uriah, 
killed. Psalm 51 is his prayer 
of repentance. God forgave 
him and restored his close-
ness with Him but he had 
to suffer the consequences 
of his action. If you’ll con-

fess your sin to God, He’ll 
certainly forgive you and 
cleanse you, but you’ll have 
to suffer the consequences 
for your actions.

Have you lost your sal-
vation, your relationship 
with God? No! God holds 
His children securely. Jesus 
af昀rms, “I give (my sheep) 
eternal life, and they shall 
never perish; no one can 
snatch them out of my hand. 
My Father, who has given 

them to me, is greater than 
all; no one can snatch them 
out of my Father’s hand. I 
and my Father are one” (Jn. 
10:28-30).

The Father and Jesus 
have His children in their 
hands and nothing can re-
move them from their pro-
tective care. Our conver-
sion, and the continuation 
of our relationship with Him, 
are both by His power—not 
ours. We may struggle to 
live out our faith, but we do 
not lose our salvation when 
we sin. Our relationship to 
God is secure in His power.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com



Wartime letters from Crittenden County soldiers

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

In honor of Veterans 
Day on Tuesday, Nov.11, 
let us remember our vet-
erans who are still alive 
and always 
thank them for 
their service 
to our county. 
It’s also a good 
time to remem-
ber veterans of 
the past and 
their service 
that they freely 
gave to make 
our county 
free.

From the ar-
chives of The 
C r i t t e n d e n 
Press we 昀nd 
letters home 
from the sol-
diers shared 
by family and 
friends and 
printed so everyone 
could share some of the 
events that were hap-
pening overseas with our 
young men.  In these let-
ters you can sense some 
of their feelings about 
being in the war. 

Because of the Of昀ce 
of Censorship regula-
tions, the printing of the 
full addresses of men 
overseas were not given, 
neither were their service 
organization numbers, 
names or the names of 
ships.

–––
From Sam Railey

On Luzon,
Feb. 21, 1945
Teddy Hinchee,

Repton, Ky.
Dear Ted:

Will drop you a few 
lines while I have a little 
spare time. We have been 
busy ever since we land-
ed on Luzon. I guess you 
saw in the paper about 
us being here. 

Saw some clippings 
out of the paper back 
there, and it told about 
our being here. I sure did 
hate to hear about Mar-
vin Hughes being dead 
for he was a real pal, 
I also heard about Pig 
(Forrest) Brantley getting 
killed.

We heard Tom Hinchee 
was back home now. So 
I guess he has told you 
a lot about what he has 
gone through. These 
Japs sure have burned 
up these towns over here 
and done the Filipino 
people awful.

Ted, I really had a 
close call but I come out 
all right. Did you get to 
see George Travis while 
he was at home? I heard 
they had gotten word 
about John McKinney. 
That sure was bad. They 
say Willie Wyatt is back 
in the States now. I sure 
will be glad when we get 
the hell whipped out 
of these damned Japs, 
so all of us boys can be 
back home for good. I got 
a letter from home saying 
they were taking a lot of 
the boys from there in 
the Army.  

I have been sleeping in 
a hole every night since 
we got here and that 
sure does get old.

I must close for now. I 
would have written soon-
er but haven’t had time.

With best of luck, Your 
Pal, Sam. L. Railey.

(A treasured letter, I’m 
sure, by his friend Ted 

Hinchee. For Sam was 
Killed In Action just the 
next month on March 
23, 1945. He was a mem-

ber of the Co. 
I 149th Inf,. 
38th Division, 
as were the 
others he men-
tioned that had 
gotten killed). 
After the war 
his body was 
sent home and 
he is buried in 
the Rosebud 
Cemetery with 
other members 
of his family. 

–––
From Louis 

Myers
In France,
February, 

1945.
Miss Kathryn

Myers, Marion Ky.
Dear Kathryn:

Will answer your let-
ter I just received a few 
minutes ago. Was glad to 
hear from you, but sorry 
you had been ill. I hope 
this will 昀nd all of you 
well. As for myself, I’m 
o.k., except I still have a 
very bad cold.

Kathryn, did you 
spank Willie on his birth-
day for me? My birthday 
will be next Friday and 
then yours won’t be long 
off. This is a day I’ll re-
member.  

Well, one year ago to-
day I arrived home on 
my last furlough. Boy, it 
sure seems like a lot lon-
ger than just one year.

You tell Willie that I 
guess I won’t kill any 
more Jerries for him. 
I can’t say that I have 
killed any at all, but I can 
say I did plenty of shoot-
ing.

You may see a German 
fall after shooting at him, 
but you aren’t sure you 
are the one that got him 
or not. But the most im-
portant thing is for you 
to keep him from getting 
you. I didn’t duck in time 
to feel safe a lot of times, 
but I’m still alive with 
only a small part miss-
ing.

I wish I could tell you 
more about my experi-
ences over here and all, 
but that’s against army 
rules. And the less I talk 
about it the sooner I hope 
to forget about it.

So for now I guess all 
that will have to wait. 
There are three of us 
brothers in this thing to-
gether. And it’s only go-
ing to be God alone that 
is going to take us all very 
often. When there are 
three mixed up in some-
thing. I honestly hope 
I’m all wrong, but some 
how I have that feeling 
all the time. Anyone just 
can’t go on without stop-
ping or do as they please 
forever. So I guess we all 
have our time.

Well, I guess I’ll sign off 
here and write my wife 
and baby. I just came 
off duty and I am very 
sleepy. So answer real 
soon and tell all the folks 
hello for me.

Love, Louis Myers. 
(Louis got to come home 
to his family. He died 
Aug. 29, 1975 and is 
buried at Freedom Cem-
etery. 

–––

From Harland Doom
March 16, 1945

Seven Springs Church, 
Dycusburg, Ky.

Hello Everybody:
As my letters are read 

to all. I do think of you 
very often and won-
der how you are getting 
along these days. It’s 
been almost three years 
since I saw most of you 
and guess quite a few 
have grown up until I 
wouldn’t know you, but 
any way it’s just about 
the same with the excep-
tion of being a little older.  
Sometimes I feel very old, 
but most of the time it’s 
just a skip at heart.

Very often I get letters 
telling me of the boys 
that won’t be coming 
back and it does make 
me very sad for I know 
what they mean to moth-
ers, fathers, wives, and 
sweethearts. I know they 
have not died in vain for 
it’s for people like you all 
over the world they have 
died and surely God will 
see them safely through.

I know we are forgot-
ten by lots of people but 
it’s not people like you 
and mothers and fathers 
but people that just like 
to have a good time and 
think of nothing but 
themselves.

I would like to make 
one request if it’s not 
too much I would like a 
snapshot of the young 
peol’s class if you can get 
the 昀lm and it is not too 
much trouble. You may 
be sure the other boys 
overseas would be just 
as glad to have one as I 
would.

Well, it’s bye for now 
and hope we will be see-
ing each other before too 
long.

Yours Always, Harland 
Doom. (Harland did get 
to come home to his fam-
ily in Dycusburg. He died 
in 1990 and is buried in 
Dycusburg Cemetery.)

–––
From Orville C. Hall

March 3, 1945
M. W. Hall,

Dycusburg, Ky.
My dear Friend:

Will write you a few 
words in answer to your 
letter and I was surprised 
to hear from you but was 
proud too that you wrote 
to me.

Well, I am 昀ne and I 
sure thank God for that. 
I am sure you have had 
a wonderful time with 
the good people around 
Seven Springs. I have got 
loved ones and friends 
around there, and I 
would give a lot just to be 

with them right now.
The weather sure is 

hot here. It is almost too 
hot to work at times. I 
sure will be glad when 
this cruel war is ended. 
Well, I don’t know much 
to write, so I will say 
good night for now, wish-
ing you good luck in your 
work for God.

Yours, Orville C. Hall 
(Orville made it home 
safely to his family and 
died in 1985, buried at 
Tyner’s Chapel Ceme-
tery.

–––
History of Veterans Day 

– A celebration to honor 
America’s veterans for 
their patriotism, love of 
country, and willingness 
to serve and sacri昀ce for 
the common good.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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A World War II souvenir silk pillow cover, a favorite item 
for soldiers overseas to send to a loved one at home as a 
special reminder of a loved one overseas.



for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to 
post a classi昀ed ad.

sales
8 a.m.-4 p.m., Thursday 
& Friday, Nov. 6 & 7 and 
8 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, 
Nov. 8 at Rozann’s Place 
in Salem. New & slightly 
used toys, would make 
perfect Christmas gifts 
plus new & gently used 
tools, Christmas décor 
and more.  A little  bit of 
everything! (1t-44-p)

wanted
Someone to iron a couple 
times a month. Call Reta 
Riley, (270) 874-3240 or 
(270) 969-2704. (2t-45-p)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock 
driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-52-p)

notice
No hunting or trespass-
ing on Don Herrin Farms 
LLC. WIll prosecute. 
(1t-44-c).
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Hender-
son Gleaner, The Liv-
ingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by mak-
ing one call for all! For 
more information, contact 
the classi昀ed department 
at (270) 965-3191 or 
email us at advertising@
the-press.com.

bid notice
BID NOTICE: The Critten-
den County Fiscal Court 
will receive sealed bids 
for an Advanced Life Sup-
port Ambulance Service, 
that will operate from the 
ALS base located at Crit-
tenden Community Hos-
pital in Marion, KY. Bids 
must be submitted by 
8:30 a.m., November 20, 
2025, to the Crittenden 
County Fiscal Court at 
200 Industrial Dr., Ste. A, 
Marion, KY 42064 or by 
email to kristi.drury@crit-

tendencountyky.org. Bids 
will be opened at the reg-
ularly scheduled meeting 
of the Fiscal Court which 
begins at 8:30 a.m., No-
vember 20, 2025. 
The contract will be in ef-
fect for 5 years, beginning 
January 1, 2026, running 
through December 31, 
2030, with an annual in-
tent to continue due by 
April 1st of each year as 
agreeable by each party. 
Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court or the awarded bid-
der may terminate con-
tract with an 180-day writ-
ten notice by either party.
Bids submitted shall be 
for the following alterna-
tives: Alternate 1) oper-
ating two units 10 hours 
per day, 8:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. and one unit 14 
hours per day from 6:00 
p.m. to 8:00 a.m., with 
one on-call unit during 
this 14-hour period. Al-
ternate 2) operating two 
units 8 hours per day, 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
and one unit 16 hours 
per day, 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 
a.m. with one on-call unit 
during this 16-hour peri-
od. Alternate 3) operating 
one unit 24 hours per day 
with one on-call unit to 
cover each active unit.
All bidders shall be Ken-
tucky Certi昀ed Paramedic 
and shall submit a per-
sonal resume including 
his/her professional ex-
perience and the experi-
ence of other personnel 
who will be involved in 
the operations of the ser-
vice. Each bidder shall 
include their proposed 
plan of operation provid-
ing the advanced life sup-
port ambulance service to 
the citizens of Crittenden 
County, KY. Additional 
questions may be di-
rected to the Crittenden 
County Judge Executive, 
Crittenden County Of昀ce 
Complex, 200 Industrial 
Dr., Ste. A, Marion, KY  
42064 or by calling (270) 
965-5251 or email at per-
ry.newcom@crittenden-
countyky.org. The County 
reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any or all 
bids in accordance with 
KRS 45-A. (1t-44-c)

statewide
BATHROOM REMODEL

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. Call: 
1-833-770-0957
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/31/25.) 
Call 1-866-837-5986
Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-888-302-4539
BUSINESS SPACE FOR 

RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space 
for rent: Second 昀oor with 
four large of昀ce areas, re-
stroom. Of昀ce desks fur-
nished. Located ½ mile 
from I-64 Lawrenceburg 
exit 53A. Electric, water, 
gas, utilities and inter-
net included. $2,200  per 
month.  Call Bonnie How-
ard, Kentucky Press As-
sociation, 502-223-8821.

BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a 
week. Sell your old, bust-
ed or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or head-
aches. Sell your car to 
Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. 
Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-440-

0399
BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, 
get cash offer and get 
paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-888-287-
5615
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and local 
channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium 
Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-888-340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, 
call now for a free quote 
and see how much you 
can save! 1-877-548-
7494
Get DISH Satellite TV 
+ Internet!  Free Install, 
Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-855-633-
4574
DIRECTV- All your en-
tertainment. Nothing on 
your roof! Sign up for 
Directv and get your 昀rst 
three months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cin-
emax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-866-
292-5435

CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlim-
ited Talk, Text and Data 
For Just $25/mo! The 
Power Of 3 5G Networks, 
One Low Price! Call To-
day and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On 
Us! 855-841-2894
Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees 
and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-833-
353-2982

DEBT HELP

In昀ation is at 40 year 
highs. Interest rates are 
way up. Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Do you have $10k or 
more in debt? Call NA-
TIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay 
off your debt for signi昀-
cantly less than what you 
owe! FREE quote: Call 
1-844-262-5602
Struggling with debt? If 
you have over $15,000 in 
debt we help you be debt 
free in as little as 24-48 
months. Pay nothing to 
enroll. Call Now: 1-877-
857-0268

DONATIONS
(VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-833-984-2146 
today!
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans 昀nd work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-485-3141.
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind 
and visually impaired. Ar-
range a swift, no-cost ve-
hicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 1-877-
581-3053 today!

FOOD SERVICE

When you want the best, 
you want Omaha Steaks! 
100% guaranteed and 
delivered to your door! 
Our Butcher’s Deluxe 
Package comes with 8 
FREE Omaha Steaks 
Smash Burgers ONLY 
$89.99.  Call 1-888-256-
0067  and mention code 
79797FDK  or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/De-
luxe2696

HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 
888-982-0374
Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheap-
er alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-877-690-2326
 HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFil-
ter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-866-329-
2415 to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Get 15% 
off your entire order. Plus, 
Military & Seniors get an 
additional 10% off. Limit-
ed time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative 
for warranty and offer de-
tails.
SunSetter. America’s 
Number One Awning! In-
stant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform 
your deck or patio into an 
outdoor oasis. Up to 10-
year limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 to-
day! 1-866-348-8793
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up to 
50% off installation + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-
0302

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-

es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-844-688-8576 to-
day to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 
1-855-900-7392 www.
den ta l50p lus .com/26 
#6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 
gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-833-
974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRU-
MENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angeli-
co, Stromberg. And Gib-
son Mandolins / Banjos. 
These brands only! Call 
for a quote: 1-833-641-
7011

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little 
as 70¢ a day! Call 1-833-
360-5407

TIME SHARE/FINAN-
CIAL

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn 
how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 855-977-
4979

WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S SPORT 
WATCHES. Rolex, Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Dayto-
na, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribu-
tion Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-855-
209-2951 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/Kentucky
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The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday
Prepaid ads of 20 words or 

less are $7 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.

You can also reach more 
than one million readers 
with one call! Contact the 
classi昀ed department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.

It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.

All phone numbers listed 
for ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



BASKETBALL 
Middle School Results 

7th Grade Boys 
Crittenden 44, Caldwell 36 

Moss 25, Martin 2, Merrill 2, Topp 2, 
Polk 1, Taylor 11, Martin 1. 

Crittenden 32, Caldwell 24 
M. Penn 10, Nelson 4, Hearell 3, Mat-
tingly 5, Binkley 10. 
 

8th Grade Boys 
Caldwell 51, Crittenden 11 

Myers 5, Sherrer 3, Brown 3 
Caldwell 42, Crittenden 16 

Louden 3, M. Penn 7, Nelson 1, 
Hearell 5. 
 

OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Coyote night, no lights    July 1 - Nov 30 
Squirrel                            Aug 16 - Nov 7 
Crow                                 Sep 1 - Nov 9 
Deer archery                   Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Turkey archery                Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Deer crossbow          Sept 20 - Jan 19 
Raccoon                           Oct 1 - Feb 28 
Woodcock                        Oct 25 - Nov 7 
Deer gun                               Nov 8-23 
Turkey crossbow             Nov 8 - Dec 31 
Bobcat trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Squirrel                          Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Quail                              Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Rabbit        Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Raccoon trapping          Nov 10 - Feb 28  
Woodcock                     Nov 10 - Dec 10 
Coyote trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Bobcat                           Nov 15 - Feb 28 
Youth waterfowl                           Nov 22 
Duck                             Nov 27 - Nov 30 
Canada goose               Nov 27 - Feb 15 
Snow Ross goose         Nov 27 - Feb 15 
White-fronted goose      Nov 27 - Feb 15  
Dove                               Nov 27 - Dec 7 
Coyote night, lights      Dec 1 - March 31 
Turkey shotgun               Dec 6 - Dec 12 
Duck                                Dec 7 - Jan 31  
Deer muzzleloader              Dec 13-21 

Dove                              Dec 20 - Jan 11 
Deer Free Youth                  Dec 27-28 

Crow                                Jan 4 - Feb 28 
Youth waterfowl                           Feb 14 

Coyote daytime                    Year Round 
Ground hog                          Year Round 

 

To Check Your Deer Call 
1-800-CHK-GAME 

To Report at Poacher Call 
1-800-25-ALERT 

 
 
SOCCER 

Geary finishes No. 3 

   Crittenden 
County senior 
soccer player 
Ella Geary fin-
ished her ca-
reer this fall 
with 76 goals 
and 36 as-
sists. Her ca-
reer scoring 
ranks No. 3 
all-time for the 
Lady Rockets high school soccer pro-
gram. Geary was chosen all-district 
this season for the fourth straight time 
and all-region for the second straight 
season. 
 
VOLLEYBALL 

Sherer Play of the Year 

   Crittenden 
County senior 
Lilah Sherer 
has been 
named the 
Second Re-
gion Volley-
ball Player of 
the Year. The 
Lady Rocket 
setter led her 
team in as-
sists this sea-
son with 474, 
averaging 7.18 per set, and she also 
contributed 110 digs, 18 service aces 
and 60 kills. Sherer, a four-year varsity 
player, was a key leader for Critten-
den, helping guide the Lady Rockets 
to their eighth straight district champi-
onship. 
 

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE 
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab 

@CrittendenPress on Twitter 
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County enters the post-

season on a five-game winning streak 
and plenty of momentum after blasting 
Hopkins County Central 56-21 to close 
the regular season. 

The Rockets (7-3) will host McLean 
County (5-5) Friday in the opening 
round of the Class 2A Playoffs. The 
Cougars finished third in District 2 and 
were ranked No. 12 in the Courier Jour-
nal’s preseason 2A poll. 

Crittenden’s offense has been red hot 
down the stretch, averaging more than 
45 points per game during its current 
win streak. Senior quarterback Quinn 
Summers fueled the regular-season fi-
nale, accounting for six first-half touch-
downs – three passing and three 
rushing – as the Rockets exploded for 
42 first-half points and never looked 
back. 

Summers completed 13-of-21 passes 
for 240 yards and ran for 48 more. 
Caden Howard caught four passes for 
115 yards, including a 75-yard score 
late in the second quarter, while Eli 
Lovell added a pair of touchdowns, one 
on a 3-yard reception and another by 
falling on a fumbled punt snap in the 
end zone. 

Defensively, the Rockets forced five 
turnovers. Joel Bumpus, Davis Perry-
man, and Trae Taylor each had inter-
ceptions, with Perryman also recovering 
a fumble. Bumpus added a short rush-
ing touchdown in the third quarter. 

Taylor led Crittenden’s rushing attack 
with 66 yards on five carries, while 
Lovell and Perryman combined for 87 
receiving yards and three total scores. 
The Rockets outgained Hopkins Central 
384-151 and limited the Storm to just 
one first down after halftime. 

Friday’s playoff matchup at Rocket 
Stadium kicks off at 7 p.m. The winner 
will advance to face the survivor be-
tween Hancock County and Caldwell 
County in the second round. 

 
SCORE BY QUARTERS 
Crittenden County    15   27   14 0 
Hopkins Central        0    21    0 0 
SCORING PLAYS 
C-Quinn Summers 12 run (Brayden 
Poindexter pass from Summers) 11:33, 1st 
C-Davis Perryman 25 pass from Summers 
(Mitchell Brown kick) 5:37, 1st 
H-Kamron Harrison 41 run (Kaijain Hayes 
pass from Sylas Gunn) 11:07, 2nd 
H-Isac Earl 55 interception return (Jude 
Mitchell kick) 10:22, 2nd 
C-Eli Lovell 3 pass from Summers (Brown 
kick fail) 7:26, 2nd 
C-Summers 6 run (Summers run) 4:21, 2nd 
H-Gunn 67 run (kick blocked) 3:58, 2nd 
C-Caden Howard 75 pass from Summers 
(Brown kick) 3:37, 2nd 
C-Summers 20 run (run failed) :36, 2nd 
C-Joel Bumpus 5 run (Brown kick) 9:18, 3rd 
C-Lovell recovered fumble in end zone 
(Brown kick) 7:20, 3rd 
TEAM TOTALS 
First Downs: CCHS 16, HCHS 6 
Penalties: CCHS 4-40, HCHS 9-70 

Rushing: CCHS 24-143, HCHS 22-115 
Passing: CCHS 14-22-1, 241; HCHS 6-18-
3, 36 
Total Yards: CCHS 384, HCHS 151 
Fumbles/Lost: CCHS 1-1, HCHS 5-2 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing 
CCHS: Trae Taylor 5-66, Summers 5-48, 
Bumpus 5-30, Azariah Rich 3-7, Logan 
Nolan 2-4, Kaden Harrington 2-2, Conner 
Poindexter 2-(-14). HCHS: Harrison 13-77, 
Gunn 9-38. 
Passing 
CCHS: Summers 13-21-1, 240; C.Poindex-
ter 1-1-0, 1. HCHS: Gunn 6-18-3, 36. 
Receiving 
CCHS: Howard 4-115, Lovell 5-55, Dokota 

Sosh 2-38, Perryman 2-32, Noah Byford 1-1. 
Defense 
Brandsasse solo, assist, sack; Howard solo; 
Pierson 3 solos, 2 assists, 2 TFLs; Poindex-
ter 7 solos, 3 assists, 2 TFLs; D.Sosh solo; 
Taylor assist, interception; Byford 2 assists; 
Nolan 4 assists, sack; Perryman 2 solos, as-
sist, fumble recovery, interception; Lovell 3 
solos, 3 assists, interception; A.Rich 3 solos, 
2 assists; Bumpus 5 solos, 6 assists, TFL, 
interception.  
Players of the Game: Offense Quinn Sum-
mers, Defense Joey Bumpus; Lineman 
Braydin Brandsasse, Special Teams Trae 
Taylor and Caden Howard. 
Records: Crittenden 7-3, Hopkins Central 
2-7

Rockets blast Storm; playoffs Friday

PHOTO BY ALLISON EVANS 
Crittenden County Middle School beat Caldwell County in a seventh-grade 
game last week. Pictured here are Tripp Martin (11) and Bode Merrill (14) with 
the perimater defense while Noah Moss settles into the post area. 

Rockets finish 
season with 
1A state race 
 
STAFF REPORT 

A pair of Crittenden County Lady Rockets 
wrapped up their cross country seasons on 
Saturday and marked their fifth trip to the 
state meet. 

Lady Rocket distance runner senior Ella 
Geary closed her high school career with a 
153rd-place finish in the Kentucky Beef 
Council Class 1A State Championships at 
the Kentucky Horse Park, completing the 
5,000-meter course in 25:58.09. Junior 
Presley Potter, also a five-time state quali-
fier, finished 168th in 26:34.14. 

Beechwood’s Lily Parke repeated as the 
Class 1A individual champion with a time 
of 18:55.64, while Lexington Christian 
claimed the team title with 57 points. 

In the boys’ race, Crittenden County 
placed 28th overall with 661 points. River 
Rogers led the Rockets in 89th place 
(19:26.70), followed by Noah Martinez 
(101st, 19:37.71), C.J. Nelson (113th, 
19:48.09), Gaige Markham (227th, 
22:15.32), Miles Yates (239th, 22:54.81), 
Landon Starkey (244th, 23:13.10) and 
Aiden Musser (247th, 23:46.78). 

Louisville Collegiate captured the boys’ 
team championship with 69 points, and 
James Gurley of Collegiate won the individ-
ual title in 15:51.44.

The Rocket defense buttoned things up in the second half to win going away at Hop-
kins Central on Friday. At top, Crittenden defenders Joel Bumpus (3) and Eli Lovell 
make a tackle. Directly above, Noah Byford and Lovell team up on a Storm runner.
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STAFF REPORT 
Deer rifle season 

opens Saturday across 
Kentucky and it will run 
for 16 days through Nov. 
23. 

Locally, Hunters for 
the Hungry will be ac-
cepting donated deer. 
The dropoff location is 
Family Butcher Shop on 
Rooster Lane northwest 
of Mattoon off of KY 654. 
Herman Yoder at the 
butcher shop started 
processing deer in 1989 
with about 75 the first 
fall deer season. Now, 
the shop sometimes 
handles 1,000 or more. 
Last year, numbers were 
down a bit. Hunters for 
the Hungry typically ac-
cepts the first 80 deer 
without a charge to the 
hunter. After that quota 
is reached, the hunter 
can pay for basic pro-
cessing and donate the 
meat. 
More CWD found in KY 

A wild deer in Pulaski 
County has tested posi-
tive for Chronic Wasting 
Disease (CWD), marking 
Kentucky’s second con-
firmed case of the fatal 
neurological disease in 
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Crittenden County’s third- and fourth-grade cheer squad won the West Kentucky Junior Pro competitive cheer-
leading contest for the second straight year last weekend. Pictured are (front from left) Kendall Buell-Belt, Eve-
lyn James, Allie Kirk, Alanna McLean, Faith Crotty, Lynleigh Hubbard, Audrey Smiley, Beckett Bebout, Adalynn 
Stone, Haisley Matthews, Lyliah Householder, (back) coach Nicole Bebout, Karlie Hewitt, McKinna Antikowiak, 
Miya West, Caleigh Maddux, Bella Pierson, coach Brittney Buell-Schneider, Blayze Moss, Zaylie Tinsley, Kailea 
Mason, Fiona Ritchie, Lauren Boone, Ari Conner, Kynzleigh Meeks, Jentry Wright and Kaelyn Omer.

Crittenden County’s fifth- and 
sixth-grade cheer squad won the 
West Kentucky Junior Pro com-
petitive cheerleading contest last 
weekend as part of the football 
jamboree at Rocket Stadium. Pic-
tured are (front from left) Jayleigh 
Tinsley, Jasely Guess, Audrina 
Rich, Jordyn Champion, Ellie 
Stokes, Carley Montalta, Ava 
Crisp, Caitlyn McElroy, (back) 
coach Whitney Williams, Catelynn 
Maddux, Khloe Walters, Trinity 
Clifford, Addison McElroy, Brilee 
Gardner, Karsin Gardner, Aria 
Lily-McKenah Ford, Rylann 
Thomas and coach Makensie 
Wurtman. 

Deer Rifle Season Opens 
Another CWD case found in Kentucky; 
drones are now regulated by KDFWR

Crittenden County deer hunters have already taken 
333 deer this fall, 167 by archery means. 
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STAFF REPORT 
Linda Boone, who lives along 

KY 365 between Mattoon and 
Sturgis, said she expects to be 
connected to the new Conexon 
Connect high-speed internet 
service this week. Crews have 
already hard-wired her home, 
running fiber from the utility 
pole where boxes have been in-
stalled to deliver service. A sec-
ond crew is scheduled to 
complete the final hookup. 

For more than four years, 
Boone said she’s gone without 
a whole-house internet con-
nection, relying only on her 
phone’s weak hotspot.  

“I look forward to being able 
to use my computer online,” 
she said. “Nowadays almost 
everything you buy doesn’t 

come with instructions. You 
have to look them up online 
and that’s hard to do on your 
phone. 

“I try to do genealogy re-
search, but after about an 
hour looking at that little 
screen, I get cross-eyed,” she 
added. 

Boone and her adult son, 
Lee, live together, and she said 
he’s even more eager for the 
new service because he enjoys 
online gaming with family and 
friends. She subscribed to an 
upper-level package that offers 

high speed with no data limit 
for under $100 per month, and 
she’ll receive a $14 monthly 
discount during her first year. 

She’s noticed the new utility 
boxes extending along KY 365 
and south on U.S. 60 nearly to 
Mattoon, a sign that most 
homes along those routes will 
soon have broadband avail-
able, too. 

Residents in northern Crit-
tenden County are indeed 
starting to notice these 
changes. Fiber lines and con-
nection boxes are appearing 
along major routes, signaling 
that a long-awaited broadband 
expansion project is becoming 
a reality. The effort is part of 
Conexon Connect’s ongoing 
partnership with Kenergy Elec-

tric Cooperative to deliver high-
speed internet to rural parts of 
western Kentucky. 

Conexon Connect began 
moving south from Union 
County into Crittenden County 
earlier this year. Once the proj-
ect is complete, every Kenergy 
customer in the county will 
have access to reliable, afford-
able broadband, the same fiber 
service already in use across 
parts of Union, Henderson, 
and Daviess counties. 

The project is one of the most 
significant local infrastructure 
developments in decades, fu-
eled by a mix of federal and 
state funding and private in-
vestment. Kenergy’s existing 
electric network provides the 
framework for the new fiber 

system, allowing efficient in-
stallation and reducing costs. 

Conexon Connect’s map
shows current service zones
extending through communi-
ties along the U.S. 60 corridor
and north into areas between
Sturgis and Blackford, all in
the rural northern area of Crit-
tenden County. More phases
will follow in coming months,
reaching every Kenergy-served
home. Company officials have
also said they hope to expand
further by partnering with
other utilities – including Ken-
tucky Utilities and municipal
systems across western Ken-
tucky – to make broadband ac-
cessible to even more
customers. 

Broadband knocking on Crittenden’s northern doors
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215 N MAIN ST  | MARION, KY 42064 | 270-965-3001
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Percentage Rate (APR) is 35.9%. Loan amounts vary from $350-$1500. If approved, loan proceeds will be disbursed as
directed to prepaid card or checking account at Pathward. Additional terms and conditions apply, see account
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STAFF REPORT 
A couple of bridges on 

state highways remain 
closed, and there’s a dis-
couraging update on one 
of them. County officials 
also said Monday that 
funding is expected for 
another closed bridge on 
Mexico Road. 

According to an update 
from Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet offi-
cials, KY 387 (Dam 50 
Road) is running behind 
schedule and will not be 
open until mid to late De-
cember. Work was origi-
nally expected to be 
finished by the middle of 
this month. The highway 
has been closed at the 
Crooked Creek Bridge 
since March, hampering 
access to Riverview Park 
throughout the boating 

and camping season. The 
park has campsites and a 
seasonal dock on the 
Ohio River. 

The state highway de-
partment says KY 2123 in 
the Glendale Church area 
remains closed for a 
bridge replacement proj-
ect at Caney Fork be-
tween KY 297 and KY 
1668. It should be fin-
ished by mid-November. 

Crittenden County Fis-
cal Court on Monday 
processed documents 
needed to acquire 
$550,000 from a state 
bridge fund to replace the 
bridge on Mexico Road 
near the intersection with 
Reiters View Road. It 
could be sometime next 
summer before that 
bridge replacement is 
complete.

Pictures are from Saturday’s 5th-6th grade quarterfinal 
game and the 3rd-4th grade semifinal win against Hopkins 
County (clockwise from top left) cheerleader Haisley 
Matthews; tackle Scotty Crotty lines up on the ball while QB 
Ayden Oliver calls for the snap; Oliver (4) gains ground on 
a running play; Cam Cornwell (15) grabs a pass; and directly 
above are Gannon Taylor and RJ Harris slowing down a 
Webster ballcarrier while Ty Hardin heads him off. 
 

STAFF REPORT 
Undefeated and unscored 

upon all season long, Crit-
tenden County’s third- and 
fourth-grade football team 
captured the West Ken-
tucky Junior Pro Jamboree 
champioship on Sunday, 
beating Caldwell County 6-
0. Ayden Oliver scored the 
game’s only touchdown on a 
32-yard run. Defensive 
back Grayson Congenie in-
tercepted a pass to stymie 
Caldwell’s final drive. 

In Saturday’s rain-soaked 
semifinal, the young Rock-
ets broke a scoreless tie 
when Oliver scored the go-
ahead TD with 1:12 left in 
the game. Colton James in-
tercepted a pass and went 
in for another touchdown in 
the final seconds as Critten-

den won 13-0. 
The team finished the 

season 8-0. 
In a 5th-6th grade quar-

terfinal game Saturday, 
Webster County came from 
behind to beat Rockets 14-
12. Crittenden held a a12-0 
lead in the third quarter, 
but a turnover with 2:22 to 
play gave the Trojans great 
field position and they 
scored the wining touch-
down with 19 seconds re-
maining.  

Crittenden finished 1-6 
on the season while Web-
ster improved to 4-3. 

Crittenden’s cheerleading 
squads swept the jam-
boree’s competitive cheer 
competition, see page 9 for 
photos.

Junior Pro Rockets’ defense 
carries the day – and season

League Champions

County Bridges Update 
Good news, bad news on openings
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